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. missile and conventional forees,

-a _couplt of senators that the

, won last year in the Senate, may
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&1The first full week of extended
Benate debate on military spend-
ingbeging today amid conire-
-versy over whether new Ameri-
gan.initiatives in arms control
talks may have been timed to
influence the Senate's decision
ofi antiballistic missiles,

«ulit contrast to the speed with
which military spending propos.
als* -have slipped through Con-

gresd in most recent years, this fake up the smaller individua'York, he said.
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- iWeeks of Debate
litary Budget -

Limitation Asked

ABM limitations are reporfe
1o be a key point in the U.S,
proposal to limit the two n
tions' nuc
forces.

In opening
John Stennis, D
of the Senate
Committee, sai
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;vealthy persons, according tfo;tee. Rivers personally manage
dSandford A, Persons, a staff con-ito have $435 million for fiv
sultant to the group. He said!naval vessels added to the ac
4.$65,000 was raised at a dinner inlministration proposal.
lecar and missilethe Capitol in September at! yf the Senate does not approv
-which 33 persons dined witha Safeguard program satisfacte
the debate, Sen;about 40 members of Congress.ry to the administration, River
-Miss., chairman Since then, additional pledgesis expected to use the leverag
Armed Serviceshave been oblained at similarprovided by bis control ove
d he expects tc dinuers in Baltimore and New these extra

Navy funds t
+ change the Senate’s attitude,

year's debatelike the one last jtems of the procurement and The group suggested savings’ But some of Rivers’ bargair
research bill first, then turn bc through cuts in Safeguard, mul- ing power miay be eaten away

-year:-is expected to last at Jeast
&:ntonth, .

* "1t ‘should -have a significant
Jmpact on the shape -of the na-

tiow’s military establishment;
during the decade of the 1970’s,
And it will be heavily influ-

enced by a strong mood of econ-
omy In which even the normally
hawkish Senate Armed Services
Committee voted to cut the ad-
ministration’s “barebones”
budget by $1.3 billion,

But it will also be influenced
by a rapld expansion of Soviet

the Middle East erisis and the
uncertainties of the. strategic
arms limitation talks.

Just Talk

Senate observers think the
first week of the debate will be
“just talk,” with no meaningful
vote before the middle of the
next week, i
" A flurry of news reports over.
the weekend concerning the new!
American proposals for the!
U.S.-Soviet arms control talks in
Vienna brought comments from

administration may have been
secking an advantage in the
Senate debate on military
spending. Many observers have
said that ABM, which narrowly

be in even more trouble this
year.

Both Sen. J. William Ful-
bright, D-Ark., and Sen. George
D. Aiken, R-Vt., said yesterday
the administration may have let
out word-of the U.S. proposals to
persuade the Senate that ABM is
a key bargaining chip in the
arms talks,

Fulbright - called the whole
thing “propaganda,” and said it
was intended to place the blame
on the Senate if the arms talks
fail,
ABM on

system. Toward the end will
come the “end-the-war” amend.
ment proposed by Sens. Mark
Hatfield, R-Ore., and George S.
McGovern, D-8.D., which would
cut off funds for the war in
Southeast Asia after Dec. 31,
1970, except for money needed fo
finance American withdrawal,
The debate will center around
the administration's request for
$20.6 billion for procurement and
research-—a little less than a
third of the total defense budget
request of $71.8 billion, .
The House cut only $34 million
from the administration request,
although it did take away some
money the administration want-

ed for some things and voted!

funds for other things that had
not been requested--primarily
for ship construction,

The Senate Armed Services
Committee cut the request by
$1.3 billion,

In a 150-page report Issued re-
cently the military spending
comumitiee of the Members of

Congress for Peace Through|
Law said the budget should be’

cut even deeper—by a total of
$4.4 billion to $5.4 billion, Hat-
field is chairman of the com-
mittee,

Foes Olfer Study

The report, which is being re-
produced in the Congressional
Record, is the most detailed
analysis critics of military
spending have ever had ayaila-
ble to them. Much of the work

.the Safeguard missile defense tiple warheads, the B-1 bomber, he has to ‘buy. back” man

E-14, F-15, F-111A and Harpier 1278 Which are cut by the Se
airplanes, a number of Navy ate that Rwers‘an_d his. Hou
programs and reductions inSOLcagues would like to see

American troop strength over-Seored.
seas, - Thus, the decisions reached !
Some of the proposed redue- the Se_rfxat-e alone in its month
tions would result from delays ofmore of debate thus may not |
programs, however, and might8? accurate reflection of tl
not produce real savings in the/inal shape of the Safegua
long run. 'syst%md or of the military spen
The major action recommend-"" *¥ 8?1’ o
ed by Stennis’ Armed Services .
Committee would restrict the
Safeguard system to the defense
of the Minuteman missiles, and
would bar use of funds for an
area or anti-Chinese defense at
this time,
While the amount of ABM
money cut —-only $10 million —
is not significant in terms of the
whole program, the committee's
;action could be important not
‘only in terms of the configura-
jdon-of the system but also in
iterms  of its effect on the
!chances of passage of the Safe-
'gward plan this year. - .
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. In last year’s dehate, the
{funds for Safeguard were passed
‘by only one vote in the Senate.
The sentiment against it may be|
Jeven stronger this year. Buta
more limited program than that|
proposed by the administration
-—'such as the one backed by the
Stennis panel - could be more
palatable to several members of
’the Senate, and swing . their
voles over to the favorable side,

To some extent, the action of

i

on the report was done by staff the committee in cutting as
members of interested senalors deeply as it did into the adminis-
and representatives. Theit work tration request is probably prep-
was coordinated by Ronald Leel aration for an eventual bargain.

Tammen, a 26-year-old form
Central Intelligence Agency em-
ploye now working for MCPL.
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ing session with the House. -
The chairman of the confer-
ence between the two houses this

ers, D-S.C,, chairman of the
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